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SUBJECT: CHANGES IN VIENTIANE PROVINCE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

1 . VIENTIANE PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES HAVE APPARENTLY 
ABOLISHED THE BOTTOM TWO LEVELS OF ADMINISTRATION: THE 
NOI, WHICH IS A GROUP OF FIVE TO TEN HOUSES, AND THE 
KHUM OR QUARTER, CONSISTING OF FIVE TO SIX NOI, 

ACCORDING TO TWO LAO SOURCES WHO ONCE SERVED AS NOI 
CHIEFS. VIENTIANE OFFICIALS INFORMED THE POPULATION 

OF THE MOVE IN SEMINARS APRIL 7 AND 8. THE OFFICIALS 
REPORTEDLY TOLD THE POPULATION THAT THE NOI AND KHUM 
STRUCTURES WERE INEFFICIENT AND NO LONGER NECESSARY 
FOR "SOCIALIST" GOVERNMENT. 

2. THREE VIENTIANE RESIDENTS SEPARATELY TOLD EMBOFF 
THAT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT MADE THE CHANGES 
BECAUSE RESISTANCE ELEMENTS HAD INFILTRATED THE TWO 
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BOTTOM WORKING LEVELS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE. 

ONE LAO EXPLAINED THAT NOI AND KHUM CHIEFS WERE 
SELECTED BY THE PEOPLE WHO, IN MANY CASES, CHOSE "OLD 
VIENTIANE" TYPES OR THE WIVES OF ROYAL LAO GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS NOW IN NORTHERN REEDUCATION CAMPS. HE 
ADDED THAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT SUSPECTED THESE 
PEOPLE OF USING THEIR POSITIONS IN THE LPDR GOVERNMENT 
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APPARATUS TO ASSIST RESISTANCE ELEMENTS. 

3. IBE LAO SOURCE WITH RELATIVES IN PAKSANE TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT THE NOI AND KHUM WERE FIRST ELIMINATED IN 
PAKSANE WHERE THE RESISTANCE IS PARTICULARLY ACTIVE. 
SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF THAT VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS 
STATIONED IN THE PAKSANE VICINITY INITIATED THE MOVE 
AND REQUESTED LAO PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES TO ABOLISH 
THE NOI AND KHUM STRUCTURES THROUGHOUT THE VIENTIANE 
PROVINCE. 

4. TWO LAO SOURCES ALSO SEPARATELY TOLD EMBOFF THAT A 
SECOND REASON FOR THE MOVE WAS TO ELIMINATE PETTY 
CORRUPTION PERPETRATED BY NOI AND KHUM CHIEFS. 

5. APPARENTLY VIENTIANE IS THE ONLY PROVINCE WHERE 
THIS ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE HAS BEEN MADE. EMBOFF 
SPOKE TO A PROVINCIAL OFFICIAL IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE 
APRIL 14, WHO SAID THEY STILL USED THE NOI AND KHUM 
SYSTEM. A LAO RESIDENT OF PARSE WAS REQUIRED TO GET 
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES FROM HIS NOI AND KHUM CHIEFS 
BEFORE TRAVELING TO VIENTIANE APRIL 2 1 . ANOTHER LAO 
CITIZEN SEPARATELY TOLD EMBOFF THAT HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, 
WHO RETURNED FROM LUANG PARABANG APRIL 26, SAID THERE 
HAD BEEN NO CHANGE THERE IN THE NOI AND KHUM SYSTEM. 
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